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Mansfield offered a bonus of two thousand dollars for an
extension, but it was refused, and his New York run was
forced to a termination, Saturday night, August 14, after
117 performances.

At the end of the play, on his farewell night, he expressed
his gratitude to the public in an amusing speech, and
later gave a supper to a room full of good friends, who in-
cluded W. J. Florence, Ballard Smith, General George
A. Sheridan, Tom Ochiltree, and others. Colonel Ochil-
tree was a Texas Congressman who became a celebrated
figure in New York life as a story-teller, bon-vivant and
gallant. On this occasion Mansfield ventured some com-
pliments in introducing Ochiltree, to which the Texas wit
is said to have replied: "That's right, Mansfield, plenty
of taffy while I'm alive and less epitaphy when I'm dead!"

Next day Mansfield hurried off for a breath of the
Maine woods with Boston friends who were waiting him..
While there he wrote these verses, "I Love the Woods,"
which later were printed:

I love the woods.
Oh, give me but that crag of rock

On which to build my simple cot,
And I'll not ask for palaces,

Nor murmur at my lonely lot.

I do not need the silken garb

The cushioned couch or seasoned food;

I do not need the tongue of men

To voice the word that "Life is good."

I do not need the amber scent,

The honeyed smile and tutored song,

Or crowd of glittering sycophants
That in the walls of Croesus throng.hose whom he admitted found a blithe, gay,
